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1. Foreword by Independent Chair 
Welcome to the Durham Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) 

Annual Report for 2017/18. This is my last report as the LSCB 

Independent Chair and I would like to thank all those involved in the 

progress the LSCB has made over my three year tenure.  I would 

also like to welcome Michael Banks the new Transitional Chair who 

will take the LSCB through the new Safeguarding Arrangements in 

the Children and Social Work Act 2017.  You can read more about 

that on Page 8.     

This annual report provides local people with an account of the 

LSCBôs work over the past year to improve the safeguarding and 

wellbeing of children and young people across County Durham.   

The report reflects the activity of the LSCB and its sub groups 

against the agreed priorities for 2017/18.  It also reports on the 

Serious Case Reviews undertaken and identifies the priorities and 

safeguarding work we will take forward into 2018/19. 

As always, the children and young people of County Durham are at 

the very heart of all we do and our vision of óEvery child and young 

person in County Durham feels safe and grows up safe from 

harmô continues to drive us forward.  

 

We have continued to increase the visibility and the óVoice of the 

Childô and over the course of the year our focus on óEmpowering 

Young Peopleô has helped us to understand more fully the 

experience of the child or young person receiving help and support.  
 

We continue to take part in the Children Commissionerôs Takeover 

Challenge; working with young people to produce our interactive 

Annual Report for Young People.  This kind of engagement and 

participation from young people has been recognised for the last 

three years by maintaining our Investing In Children status. 

 

I would like to thank and recognise the contribution of our Lay 

Members and the Children and Young People Portfolio Holder who 

bring another layer of independent scrutiny to the work of the LSCB. 

 

Lastly I would like to thank the many 

partner agencies for their hard work 

and dedication during a time of huge 

demand and whose commitment and 

motivation helps deliver our shared 

priorities.  

 

I know Durham is well placed to 

introduce the new arrangements 

through Safeguarding Partners and 

continue to protect and safeguard our 

children and young people.  I wish you 

all well.       Jane Geraghty 

Durham LSCB Independent Chair  

http://investinginchildren.weebly.com/
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2. Introduction 
Durham Local Safeguarding Children Board has a statutory duty to 

prepare and publish an Annual Report which describes how our 

partners safeguard vulnerable children and young people.  

 

Our primary responsibility is to provide a way for the local agencies 

that have a responsibility in respect of child welfare, to agree how 

they will work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of 

children and to ensure that they do so effectively.  

 

Section 3 of the report highlights some statistical information about 

County Durham and provides a local context for our work.   

 

Section 4 describes the local governance arrangements and 

structure of Durham LSCB.  It also provides information on the new 

Safeguarding Arrangements that will be introduced in 2018/19 

through the Children and Social Work Act 2017.   

 

Section 5 highlights some of the achievements and the progress 

that has been made in the last year as well as reporting on the work 

undertaken against the 2017/18 priorities.   

 

Section 6 covers our Performance Management Framework and 

describes the multi-agency audits we have undertaken.  It also 

provides an overview of Serious Case Reviews and the use of 

restraint in Aycliffe Secure Services Centre.   

 

Section 7 outlines our multi-agency training provision and describes 

the marketing and communication activity undertaken by the LSCB. 

 

 

Lastly, Section 8 identifies the priorities Durham LSCB will take 

forward into 2018/19.  

 

The Annual Report 2017/18 demonstrates the extent to which the 

functions of the Durham Local Safeguarding Children Board, as set 

out in the national statutory guidance óWorking Together to 

Safeguard Childrenô (March 2015) are being effectively fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The information presented in this Annual Report is drawn from a wide range of 

sources from across the County Durham Partnership. These include the County 

Durham Integrated Needs Assessment; Lessons Learned from local Serious Case 

Reviews; the Child Death Review Annual Report; and a range of Durham LSCB 

strategy documents and action plans.   

: More Information: Find out more information about the    

          Integrated Needs Assessment 
 

http://www.countydurhampartnership.co.uk/article/8461/Integrated-Needs-Assessment
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3. Local Data 

County Durham stretches from the rural North Pennines Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty in the west to the Heritage Coastline in 

the east and is home to a range of national treasures including 

Durham Cathedral, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.    

 

 

 
 

 

Data source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) 

 

 

The county has a very diverse combination of communities ranging 

from some of the most sparsely populated rural areas in the country 

through to the larger towns and Durham City; each area with its own 

needs and aspirations. 

 

 
  

In 2016, there were an estimated 522,143 people 
living in County Durham

The County has seen a decline in the 0-15 
population since 2001. However this decline has 

seen a slight reversal between 2011 and 2016

The County has 12 major centres of population 
including Durham City, Chester-le-Street, Newton 

Aycliffe, Consett and Peterlee

Although levels of deprivation in County Durham have 
improved we are ranked the 75th most deprived area 

out of 326 local authorities in England

Child poverty in County Durham is higher than the 
England average, with 23.9% of children under 16 

years living in poverty

http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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Local Safeguarding Data 2017/18 (Provisional Data) 

498 children were subject to a Child 

Protection Plan (50 per 10,000 population 

aged 0-18).  

 

A continued reduction of the percentage of Child Protection Plans 

that lasted two years or more and has fallen to 0.9%. 

 

Children on a Child Protection Plan for a second or subsequent time, 

within two years of the previous plan is 6.2%.  

 

Neglect continues to be the most frequent reason for 

children being placed on a Child Protection Plan in 2017/18. 

 

71.6% of children who were made subject of a Child Protection 

Plan under five years old were 

made so due to neglect.  This is a 

reduction of 7% from the 

previous year. 

 

Domestic abuse continues to 

be the main parental risk factor 

leading to children becoming 

subject of a Child Protection Plan.  

Mental Health (15.9%), Neglect 

(15.5%), Parental Capacity (11.5%) 

and Substance Misuse (11.2%) are 

also significant factors.  

798 children are in the Looked After system.  

  

19 children were in Private Fostering 

arrangements during this period. 

 

49 children and young people were reported 

missing from home in County Durham more than once. 

 

177 Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 

referrals. This is an increase on previous 

years and reflects a heightened awareness.     

Of those targeted 80% are girls.   

Online Grooming is the most common model of CSE. 

 

6 Serious Case Reviews commenced and 2 Serious 

Case Reviews published. 7 learning lessons events for 

practitioners delivered throughout the year. 

 

20,015 unique users visited the 

LSCB website in 2017/18 with over 

115,000 page views. 

 

A total of 100 multi-agency training 

courses and events were delivered 

and attended by 4,113 staff.   
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4. Governance and Structure 

 

Local Safeguarding Children Board 

Each local area is required by Law to have a Local Safeguarding 

Children Board. The LSCB is a statutory body established in 

legislation (Children Act 2004) and works according to national 

guidance óWorking Together to Safeguard Children 2015ô. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Durham Local Safeguarding Children Board is chaired by an 

independent person and meets quarterly. The Board held two 

development sessions in 2017/18 taking the total number of 

meeting to six a year. Durham LSCB is supported by the LSCB 

Business Unit which is hosted by Durham County Council.    

 

The functions of the LSCB are: 

 

¶ To develop policies and procedures for safeguarding and 

promoting the welfare of children in the local area  

¶ To communicate and raise awareness of the need to 

safeguard and promote the welfare of children 

¶ To monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of what is done 

by the local authority and their Board partners 

individually and collectively to safeguard and promote the 

welfare of children and advise them on ways to improve 

¶ To participate in the planning of services for children in 

the area of the authority 

¶ To undertake reviews of serious cases and advising the 

local authority and their Board partners on lessons to be 

learned 

 

The governance and effectiveness arrangements form the formal 

agreement between the LSCB Board and all partner agencies.  

It outlines accountability; key purposes; functions and tasks; 

membership; and agreed standards and expectations of LSCB 

members.  

 

 

What is safeguarding?

Safeguarding is about 
keeping children and 

young people safe and 
protecting them from 

harm, while making sure 
they grow up in a safe 

environment.

What does the LSCB do?

We promote the welfare of 
children and young people, 

safeguarding them from 
harm and protecting those 

children who are at 
significant risk of harm or 

neglect.

What does it mean for me?

Agencies including the 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΩ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
Police, Schools and Colleges 
and Health Services such as 
GPs, Hospitals and Health 

Visitors are all here to help.

: More Information: Find out more information about    
         Durham Local Safeguarding Children Board 

 

Our Vision: Every child and young person in County Durham feels safe and grows up safe from harm 












































