
 LSCB Newsletter  

   

 “The past few weeks have seen some frenetic activity as the partners, supported by our Business Unit, 
begin to finalise the transitional arrangements from the Local Safeguarding Children Board to the new 
Durham   Safeguarding Children Partnership. 
   The arrangements have been signed off at The Chief Officer’s Safeguarding meeting to enable an April              
commencement date. A special edition of this newsletter will follow to outline our new vision and values; 
new structure; and new scrutiny arrangements of the Durham Safeguarding Children Partnership. In the 
meantime it’s business as usual.                                                          

                                      

Durham Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) is changing 

 “Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 guidance” replaces Local Safeguarding Children Boards with Statutory  

 Safeguarding Partners within each local authority area.  

The Safeguarding Partners for each area are the local authority; the police force for the authority’s area and any NHS clinical                

commissioning group operating in the authority’s area. 

These three Safeguarding Partners are charged with supporting and enabling local organisations and agencies to work together         

in a system where: 

 children are safeguarded and their welfare promoted   

 partner organisations and agencies collaborate, share and co-own the vision for how to achieve improved outcomes for vulnera-

ble children.  

 there is early identification and analysis of new safeguarding issues and emerging threats. 

 

Our  email has changed  to dscpsecure@durham.gov.uk.  Our new website will  be changing to durham-scp.org.uk on 1st April. 

 

Young people wanted to know what the new partnership does to keep young people safe. The 

young people believed if that were the case more young people might speak out or contact the 

right people about concerns they have.  

 

 To view the full report see our What’s New section of our website. 

This newsletter outlines the breadth and depth of the forthcoming changes, including the new partnership  

structure and how we will engage with Relevant Agencies. It explains in brief the safeguarding offer and  

scrutiny arrangements, together with our vision and values. I hope you find this newsletter informative.       

Young people’s experiences of safeguarding. 

In Dec 2018 young people from Investing In Children supported the LSCB to find out young people’s  opinions about the following 
questions. 

What are the main safeguarding concerns impacting on the lives of young people today?   

What do you see as safeguarding priorities for adults to target within a partnership approach?  How would you like to know more? 
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Strategy Meetings: a 7 minute briefing 
The purpose of a strategy meeting is for information to be shared to 
determine the child’s welfare and develop a plan for rapid future   
action, if required.  
Strategy meetings should take place within 2 working days from when 
child protection concerns have been identified; or on the same day 
where the harm is assessed as imminent; or within 5 working days or 
sooner where there are complex factors involved. 
As a minimum the meeting should include Children’s Social Care,  
Police and Health.  The meeting should be chaired by a Children’s  
Social Care team manager. All attendees are required to be sufficient-
ly senior so as to be able to make decisions on their agency’s behalf. 
If a decision is taken to carry out further enquiries under Section 47 a 
social worker will be appointed and other relevant professionals will 
be requested to support enquiries. 
Single Points of Contact within agencies for strategy meetings and 
Section 47 enquiries are being piloted. Once finalised these will be  
included in the Child Protection Procedures on our website.   
For further information on roles & responsibilities see here.   
 
 

 

 

 

 
Joint Targeted Area Inspection: “ Children  Living with Domestic  Abuse”                 

The multi-agency improvement action plan that followed the inspection is jointly owned across the partnership and      

overseen by the LSCB Executive Group. The plan identified 108 actions covering five improvement areas.  These being: 

 Improving Strategy meetings;  

 Front Door/MASH;  

 Safeguarding Practice & Workforce Development;       

 Leadership & Management and  

 Voice of the Child. 

Since the inspection improvements have been made, such as in the Strategy Meeting process  (see below) and a review 

of MASH has been undertaken. This review has created an additional resource into MASH and placed greater emphasis 

on improving information sharing and joint decision making. A multi-agency audit programme has been undertaken to 

drive practice improvement.  

The Ofsted focused inspection in January confirmed an improving picture of practice since Inspection including          

identifying risk; timeliness of assessments; and stability in the workforce. Inspectors advised that the pace of               

improvement needs to be maintained.  

 

Signs of Safety Update 
Over 500 practitioners have 
now attended Signs of Safety 
(SOS) Briefings.  Partners are 
committed to having   SOS 
practice leads in their agencies 

to support staff with SOS practice.  This includes 
facilitating supervisions using the SOS approach. 
Training for practice leads will take place in June 
2019 and there are additional half-day briefings 
planned for 10 April and 24 May.  A specific 
page on our website has been created to      
provide support and advice. 

Procedural Update—April 2019  

Just a reminder that your web based multi agency child protection pro-

cedures system are live at:  

http://www.durham-lscb.org.uk/professionals/multi-agency-child-

protection-procedures/ 

The system provides a contents list which lists procedures by category, 
as well as a search function at the right of the screen  enabling a search 
by particular words. 
Our refreshed procedures go live on 25th April 2019. 
 

file:///C:/Users/lee.peacock/Desktop/7 minute briefing.Strategy Meetings.Feb2019.pdf
file:///C:/Users/lee.peacock/Desktop/7 minute briefing.Strategy Meetings.Feb2019.pdf
http://www.durham-lscb.org.uk/professionals/multi-agency-child-protection-procedures/
http://www.durham-lscb.org.uk/professionals/multi-agency-child-protection-procedures/
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Alcohol before 18—What’s the harm?  
Alcohol is linked to 200 different diseases. The risks are even 
greater for under 18’s whose minds and  bodies are still de-
veloping. The medical advice is clear— it is healthiest and 
best for children to drink nothing before they are 18.  For 
further information and support www.whatstheharm.co.uk  

5th National CSE Awareness Day 18th March 2019 

 This offers the opportunity for all partners to raise awareness 

of the exploitation of children and young people.  

For further information and to share an event across the net-

work that you are planning go to www.stop-cse.org.uk.  

To follow events planned follow the National Working Group on 

twitter @NatWorGroup and use #CSEDay19 hashtag to connect 

with others.  

DBS Refresher Event  for  the  Children’s Workforce—29 March 2019—1.30-4.30pm—County Hall 
(in ass 
This  event is to raise awareness of the Disclosure and Barring  service  (DBS) and their role in helping employers  to make safer 
recruitment decisions. The session will act as a refresher and a good introduction.. Places are limited.   
To book  see  the link  here or visit the LSCB’s website What’s New section. 

News in Brief 

Getting to know: The National Probation Service  

and  the Community Rehabilitation Company 

The National Probation Service (NPS) is a statutory criminal 

justice service that supervises high-risk offenders released 

into the community. NPS was set up on 1 June 2014, along 

with 21 community rehabilitation companies (CRCs) that 

manage low and medium risk offenders. Together, the NPS 

and the CRCs have replaced the former 35 probation trusts.  

Durham Tees Valley (DTV CRC) is one such company which 

serves County Durham and Teesside  and, in February 

2015, “Achieving Real Change in Communities” (ARCC) took    

ownership as a partnership consortia. The consortia        

includes local authorities, TEWV, Thirteen Housing, Wise 

Group and The Vardy Foundation.  

NPS work with around 30,000 offenders nationally a year, 

supporting their rehabilitation while protecting the public. 

DTV CRC supervises 5,000 service users on either           

Community Orders or Prison Licences. 

NPS’s priority is to protect the public by the effective      

rehabilitation of high risk offenders, by tackling the causes 

of offending and enabling offenders to turn their lives 

around. 

Responsibilities include preparing pre-sentence reports for courts, 

assessing offenders in prison to prepare them for release on       

licence and helping all offenders serving community sentences to 

meet court requirements.  

DTV CRC’s delivery in the community includes social action         
programmes; facilitation of accredited group work such as Building 
Better Relationships; support Integrated Offender Management 
schemes and Through The Gate services within prison. 

The CRC holistically and robustly assess risk. Should they feel the 
risk has increased the CRC will request that the NPS review the 
case and consider transfer. 

Probation staff will ensure that where an adult offender is assessed 
as presenting a risk of serious harm to children the risk               
management plan and supervision plan will contain a specific    
objective to outline the intervention planned to manage and      
reduce the risk of harm. Probation staff will work to safely and 
appropriately share information across key agencies through  
MAPPA (Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements) and 
through attendance at relevant meetings.  

For  further information:  

National Probation Service  

Community Rehabilitation Company          

 

New Home Office Resource 
The #knifefree website provides advice and guidance for young people on the risks of carrying knife backed up by real stories, 
and includes a get help and support page. 
 

See also: Serious Violence Strategy (2018) which sets out the Government's response to serious violence and recent increases in 
knife crime, gun crime and homicide. 

http://www.whatstheharm.co.uk
http://www.stop-cse.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/lee.peacock/Desktop/Flyer-LSCB.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-probation-service
http://www.dtvcrc.co.uk
https://signisgroup.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b6cb0ecc3bd15cb47b353803&id=0f3df4725e&e=5f25b4720a
https://signisgroup.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b6cb0ecc3bd15cb47b353803&id=bd1927a28c&e=5f25b4720a
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 All LSCB training promotes safeguarding and the welfare of children as everyoneʼs responsibility. For information on the courses avail-

able and details of how to book visit the website: www.durham-lscb.org.uk/training_programme   

Assessment & Intervention (Level 3) 
Friday 5 April - Durham County Hall 

Friday 3 May - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

Tuesday 25 June - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

Child Protection Conference (Level 3) 
 

Thursday 16 May - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

Thursday 11 July - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate 

Child Sexual Exploitation (Level 3) 
 

Tuesday 7 May - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate 

Tuesday 4 June - Durham County Hall 

Thursday 18 July - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

Tuesday 7 May - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate 

Tuesday 4 June - Durham County Hall 

Thursday 18 July - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

Engaging with Families (Level 3) 
 

Thursday 25 April - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane-

Thursday 27 June - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate 

Safeguarding Processes (Level 2) 
 

Thursday 4 April - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate  
          
         Thursday 2 May - Durham County Hall  
Tuesday 21 May - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate Monday  

 
1 July - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane  

Neglect (Level 3) 
 

Monday 13 May - Durham County Hall 

Thursday 13 June - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

Thursday 4 July - Durham County Hall 

Friday 19 July - Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate 

Local Authority Designated Officer Training  (half day) 

Monday 15 July - Durham County Hall 

Monday 13 January - Durham County Hall 

Toxic Quad   
Tuesday 23 April - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane 

 
 Thursday 23 May - Spennymoor Council Offices, Green Lane  

 
Monday 3 June - Durham County Hall Tuesday 2 July -

Meadowfield Depot, Industrial Estate  
 

Safeguarding Disabled Children (Level 3) 
Thursday 9 May - Durham County Hall 

Thursday 26 September - Durham County Hall 

Safer Workforce (Level 3) 
Thursday 9 May - Durham County Hall           

Thursday 26 September - Durham County Hall 

Previous feedback on training : 

““I’ve attended a number of courses but this one was really 

outstanding for me entertaining, engaging and very informa-

tive” Engaging with Families  

“very informative – will definitely inform any practice, know-

ing what tools to use and how to apply learning to real life 

email: lscb@durham.gov.uk Tel: 03000 265 770  web: www.durham-lscb.org.uk  

Look out for our  next newsletter in April updating on the launch of the new partnership arrangements 

Be aware that Durham LSCB  elearning courses are changing as from the 1st of April 2019 when we will be moving from The Virtual 
College Network to Me Learning. This will provide us with 6 new courses which are: 

Safeguarding Children – Level 1 & 2 

Hidden Harm – parental Substance misuse, Parental mental ill health and Domestic abuse 

Safeguarding Children with Disabilities 

Child Sexual Exploitation – Level 2 

Information Sharing and Consent 

This will mean the you will be unable to register with Virtual College from the 31st of March 2019 and if you have courses in progress 
they must be completed and all certificated printed before the 23rd of April.  After this date you will be unable to access your account 

http://www.durham-lscb.org.uk/categories/training_programme_2015_2016

